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Academic Standard Requirements

for G.B.C. Financial Aid Recipients

2011-12
In order to sustain eligibility as a financial aid recipient you must: (1) declare a degree or certificate objective (2) maintain the required cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.0, (3) be enrolled in courses that apply to your particular degree/certificate objective and, (4) satisfy course credit completion requirements.  Only those courses applicable to the student’s degree or certificate objective will be funded with financial aid. 
SATISFACTORY PROGRESS
The Great Basin College Student Financial Services Office (SFS0) is mandated by federal law to have a satisfactory progress policy.  This policy must be applied to all recipients receiving federal or state aid as a determination of financial aid eligibility.  In order to maintain eligibility as a financial aid recipient, students must meet the following components:
· Qualitative Component (GPA) – Must maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.0
· Quantitative Component (Completion Ratio) – a) Students must receive passing grades in a minimum of 67% of all attempted courses  b) Students must successfully complete 100% of the credits for which they received financial aid for the term c) Courses dropped during the 100% refund period are not considered attempted courses. Remedial and transfer credits are included in the calculations.
             For purposes of these academic standards, letter grades are interpreted as follows:

i. “A” through “D” and “P” grades shall be considered as completed.

ii. “F”, “W”, “I”(incomplete), “AD” (audit) and “NR” (not recorded) grades shall not be considered completed.
iii.  If a student has converted from credit to no-credit (audit) status after receiving federal financial aid, the student may be required to repay all or a portion of the aid, and/or be on warning or suspension.

· Time Frame Component – Maximum number of credit hours attempted. Students may attempt no more than 150% of credit hours required for the program. However, the student’s 150% will be determined on the actual required credit hours for the degree or certificate they are pursing:
· Certificate Program = 56 credits
· Associate Degree Program = 90 credits
· Bachelor Degree Program = 180 credits
· Repeated Course Work - A student may receive financial aid once for a repeated course that he/she has passed previously and wishes to retake to receive a better grade.  He/she may receive aid for failed courses until he/she receives a passing grade.  However, you are cautioned that any repeated course is also counted in the maximum of credits allowed to complete a degree    
Failure to comply with the Satisfactory Progress Components may result in Warning, Probation, or Suspension:
   ► 
 Warning:    
A student will be placed on financial aid “Warning” for the term if:

· Completion percentage is between 50% and 99% of the classes for which they were funded for the semester.

· Cumulative completion percentage is between 67% and 80%.
►
 Probation:  
A student who has filed an appeal with the appeals committee and has been approved to receive


financial aid for the following term will be placed on probation status
   ►
Suspension:
Completion of less than 50% of the credits for which financial aid was received during the semester will 
result in immediate suspension of financial aid eligibility. Should a student be compelled to withdraw from all of the credits for which he/she was registered during the course of the semester, he/she must notify the Student Financial Services Office prior to doing so.  Should the student fail to notify the SFSO before withdrawing from their courses, they may waive their right to appeal their financial aid status.

If a student fails to meet satisfactory academic progress, the student is still eligible to attend GBC.  However the student would have to attend without financial aid assistance
Reinstatement of Financial Aid
Students who are on “Warning” and who improve their academic performance for their next term of enrollment will be placed back in good status for satisfactory progress.  If a student has an incomplete grade removed from his/her record or a change of grade has been posted, call the SFSO to review your Satisfactory Academic Progress status.
FINANCIAL AID APPEAL PROCEDURES
A student may only appeal their financial aid status 3 times during their period of enrollment at Great Basin College.

Should a student be notified by the Student Financial Services Office that they have been placed on financial aid suspension, they may appeal this decision by submitting the following:

· Satisfactory Academic Progress Appeal Form
· A detailed personal statement explaining the circumstances as to why the student failed to meet SAP and how to those circumstances have changed in order for them to correct their SAP status.
· Student Degree Audit Report (DARS)
· Substantiating third party documentation
Generally, approved appeals can be categorized as emergencies or circumstances that are beyond the student’s control, for example:

· Death or serious illness of an immediate family member.
· Prolonged hospitalization or confinement at home or reason that resulted in required extended absences from classes.
· A one-time emergency situation that impacted your ability to continue your education or affected your academic success for a short, specified period.
· Situation for which you had no valid choice other than to interrupt your education.
The Financial Aid Appeals Committee’s decision will be conveyed to the student as well as the Student Financial Services Office. The Financial Aid Committee decision is final and cannot be appealed further.
If your appeal is not approved, to re-establish eligibility the student must, at their own expense, obtain a cumulative 2.0 GPA with same credit load or greater, as was taken and funded in the previous semester.

Return to Title IV

Return to Title IV is a separate and distinct process and cannot be appealed.

If a student receives all “W” or “F” grades for a semester, the SFSO will complete a mandatory return of “unearned” funds calculation.  The calculation is determined by the last date of academic participation and/or withdrawal date.  A federal formula is used which is provided by the U.S. Department of Education.  A student may have to repay funds back to the Department of Education and/or Great Basin College that he/she did not earn according to the formula.  As such, a letter will be sent to the student and the student will have 45 calendar days from the date of letter to repay.

Millennium Scholarship
Millennium Scholarship eligibility requirements are separate from financial aid satisfactory academic progress.  For more information about Millennium Scholarship go to http://nevadatreasurer.gov
GBC Scholarship and Outside Scholarships

Have different GPA requirements.
Federal Student Direct Loans

Students whose financial aid applications are not complete prior to mid-term of any semester during an academic year will be required to submit a Mid-Semester Progress Report with evidence of satisfactory performance prior to the disbursal of any loan funding.
                                                                        ***************************
THESE STANDARDS MAY BE SUBJECT TO MODIFICATION BASED UPON CHANGES IN FEDERAL, STATE OR INSTITUTIONAL POLICY.
***************************
Student Financial Services Off-Campus Contacts:
                                                                        Pahrump Center:           (775) 727-2000
                                                                        Winnemucca Center:     (775) 623-4824
                                                                        Ely Center:                     (775) 289-3589
                                                                        Battle Mountain Center: (775) 635-2318

Student Financial Services  ● 1500 College Parkway●  Elko, NV 89801 ●  email: gbcfinaid@gwmail.gbcnv.

         Phone: (775) 753-2399 ● Fax: (775) 753-2390                                             website: www.gbcnv.edu/financial
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