MODIFIERS - ARTICLES

a, an, the

COUNTABLE NOUNS

i. USC aor an with an unsPechCiecl siﬂgu]ar count noun. (A siﬂgu]ar count noun is
one person, P]ace, or thiﬂg)‘ USC an before a word that begiﬂs with a vowel or a vowe

SOUﬂCl‘

NO: ] saw puppy in the Park yesterclay‘ NO He is an honest man.
YES ] saw a puppy in the Park yesterclay‘ YES He is anm honest man.

NO: The woman asked for exact count.
YES The woman asked for an exact count.

2. s¢€ t/'/c Wlt}‘l S CClﬁt sin u]ar ancl ]ural count nouns. ]ural count nouns are 2 or
P s P

more person, places, or things.
P P : 5

SPechCic siﬂgu]ar count noun:
NO: FUPPH ] saw in Park was black and white.
YES 777c PUpPpy ] saw in the Park was black and white.

SPechCic P]ura] count noun:
NO: Engineers from (Clearwater ComPany clesignecl a new system

for water Purhcication

YES 7776 engineers from Clearwater ComPany clesignecl anew

system for water Purhcication‘
3. Do not use t’/7c with P]ura] count nouns used in the genera] sense.

Geﬂera] Plura] count noun:

NO: 7776 clogs make goocl Pets‘
YES Dogs make goocl Pets‘



NO: 7776 astronauts go through trainiﬂg programs to prepare for
space ﬂight‘

YES Astronauts go through trainiﬂg programs to prepare for space
flight.

NON-COUNTABLE NOUNS

Do not use an article with non-count nouns used in a genera] sense.

NO: ] do not like the seafood. NO T/‘lc honesty is the best Po]icy‘
YES ] do not like seafood. YES Honesty is the best Po]icy‘

NO: ] need a drink of the water.
YES ] need a drink of water.



