GREAT BASIN COLLEGE
PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
September 27, 2011

PRESENT:	Carl Diekhans, Mike McFarlane, Lynn Mahlberg, John Rice, Sonja Sibert, Alex Porter, Carmen Matlock

ABSENT:	Jolina Adams


1. Approval of Minutes – The minutes of the President’s Council meeting on September 13, 2011, were approved.

2. SGA Update – Alex Porter reported that SGA has 5 new senators.  Winnemucca and Battle Mountain have a senator each.  Election week went very well.  There were 192 students who voted on the Elko campus and over 300 campus wide.  Red Ribbon Week (drug awareness week) will be the last week of October.  There will be a car bash, drunken goggles with golf carts, a DUI simulator and movies.  Students are dressing up on Wednesday, October 26.  Employees can dress up on Thursday, October 27.  Mardell will send an email out to everyone letting them know.

SGA will not host the Kids’ Carnival this year.  They will be participating in the Trick or Treat Street at the Elko Convention Center on October 30th and 31st.  

Alex inquired about the art gallery section of the student union hall.  He wasn’t aware, and SGA did not have any approval, of the artist or the art work being displayed.  SGA thought that it being the student hall that they would have some input.  Carl stated the original design of the building was always to have a place to display art work.   There was talk over the years that we should not actually go out and buy art, but use local artists and student artists.  Alex stated that the students were told that they could not hang flyers around where the art is being displayed.  They were told to remove any flyers that were by the art work.  The students feel a little slighted by this since that is the student union.  The students and the curator need to work together so that both groups will be satisfied.  Mike McFarlane will talk to the art people

The college does have a liability for the artwork being displayed.  We are responsible if the artwork is damaged or stolen.  That is why we have insurance.  Check with John Albrecht or BCN management about that.  

3. Faculty Senate Update – Sarah Negrete reported an issue that came up in senate is that the textbook information for the students online is difficult to navigate.  A discussion followed.  Sonja noted that the textbook area in PeopleSoft cannot be changed.  However, the portal page could have a link to the textbook page.  We want everyone to be using the PeopleSoft because the links and things that Susanna does is not supported by SCS.   The students can just go to the bookstore page and search that way.  The problem specifically is that when you browse for a class you can find a book.  But when you search for a class you are not able to get the book information.  The best way is what Alex suggested and that is to go directly to the bookstore page.  

Sarah reported the CTE faculty are asking facilities to be aware and support those classes that start at the beginning of August.  They have had problems with the bathrooms not being serviced and the lack of student support services.  They are also having a hard time with tech support.  PC stated they should have tech support and everything else available to them during this time.  They should have addressed the issues right when they occurred at the beginning of August so that it could be remedied immediately.  

Sarah reported that the senate meetings may change from Friday afternoons to Friday morning at 9:30 a.m.  They will vote on this issue at the next meeting.  

4. Classified Council Update – Carmen Matlock reported that two classified staff received scholarships:  Cynthia Giles and Delores Whittaker.  Carmen reminded everyone about the Chili cook off of October 20.  The classified staff conducted nominations for the Presidential Search Advisory Committee.  Jolina Adams, Carmen Matlock, Rocky Dunham and Tammi Cavender were nominated.  They will vote via email ballot.  

5. Miscellaneous

Carl has not received any information on the status of the Presidential search and interim appointment.  No communication with our office.

The C3TG grant request was denied.  Although the consortium did not receive the grant, we are getting $2.7 million that TMCC will manage.  Barbara Sanders at TMCC and Lynn Mahlberg at GBC are working together for a budget for the $2.7 million.  

Mike McFarlane reported that progress toward creating the coming accreditation reports is moving along well.  The Accreditation Steering Committee has identified core themes to send forward for approval and is now working on objectives and indicators for them.  Last meeting went really well. There was a great deal of enthusiasm.  Department chairs are going through the faculty position prioritization.  October 5 is the next meeting.  We have funding for positions for this year, but some departments want to advertise for next fall rather than the coming spring. 

Mike reported that Bret Murphy, Kris Miller and he are going to Pahrump to meet with the advisory group and other community members.  They will also tour the Mt. Charleston Elementary School facility to see its possibilities. We will still try to get the 280 acres of BLM land, but the process could take 10 years.  The Mt. Charleston facility would be an intermediate solution to several issues. It would give us more visibility and would give the school district more use of the HTC.  This could also provide GBC equity that could eventually be used toward developing the 280 acres. We need to reestablish the BLM land grant application procedure since the Southern Nevada Lands Bill appears to be stagnant for now.  John said there is a possibility for the lands bill.  It had been introduced and failed.  There was no move to introduce it at this last legislative session.

