GREAT BASIN COLLEGE
PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL
September 13, 2011

Present:	Carl Diekhans, Mike McFarlane, Lynn Mahlberg, John Rice, Sonja Sibert, Alex Porter, Carmen Matlock, Jolina Adams


1. Approval of Minutes – The minutes of the President’s Council meeting on August 9, 2011, were approved.

2. SGA Update – Alex Porter was introduced as the new SGA president.  Alex reported on Welcome Back Week activities last week.  Activities were well attended.  Elections for senators will be held next week.  There are 5 senator seats in Elko and one each for Winnemucca, Battle Mountain and Pahrump.  Bowling night is on Tuesday and movie night is on Wednesday.  He will send an email to faculty asking them to mention the student activities to their students.  Carl informed Alex that we all have an open door policy.  We will do anything to support the students.  Alex said that SGA has really been utilizing social networks for getting the word out with elections and advertising events.  

3. Faculty Senate Update – Sarah Negrete reported there were no action items from Senate.  They are looking at changing bylaws regarding committees and the functions of the committees.  It’s possible that some committees may be eliminated.  She would like to speak with Mike McFarlane outside of this meeting regarding participation on committees as part of the faculty evaluation.  

4. Classified Council Update – Jolina Adams announced the Chili/Soup Cook Off is scheduled for October 20 at 11:30 a.m.  Fliers and entry forms will be distributed soon.  Classified is hoping for lots of participation.  The will be soliciting judges after their Thursday planning meeting.

5. Miscellaneous

Carl Diekhans reported that at the BOR meeting passed an Admissions Policy that will take effect in fall 2012.  We were assured that the new policy would not be a problem with the iNtegrate system.  It will be imperative that we work together and talk to the other schools for the iNtegrate application.  We would be able to have exceptions to the new policy that are different from the other schools.  The new policy states that students registering at a community college must have a high school diploma or equivalent if they declare a degree when registering.  The Academic Affairs Council suggested that we certify they have a high school diploma.  Currently, we do not require a copy of the diploma.  In the Student Affairs Council they talked about the residency part of the admission application.  They currently have to verify 10% of the new admits that they meet the residency.  These changes will definitely put more work onto the institutions.  

Carl reported that the Board of Regents accepted the Fresh Look at Community Colleges report.  The presidents will look at the recommendations.  We are already doing some of the recommendations.  

Carl has approved a request from the US Citizens and Immigration Service to conduct a Naturalization Ceremony on October 18 in GTA 130.  Carl does not want to charge them for facility use.  

John Rice reported on Sunday the City of Elko dedicated a piece of steel from Ground Zero.  GBC will temporarily house the display in the Library until the permanent location at City Hall can be completed.  

John reported Carmen Matlock has been talking GBC Staff about family campaign.  Jeanne Blach is in charge of the Selection and Investment Committee.  They are talking to Barrick and Newmont on opportunities there.  Leadership awareness sessions will go out to more support groups in the mining industry.

Sarah Negrete talked about the Nevada Faculty Senate perspective on the low yield issue.  They have sent a proposal back to the Chancellor recommending a revision to the Code that says that an enrollment of x number would trigger a review sooner than what is in the code if needed.  There wouldn’t be an automatic termination or anything like that.  They are trying to just amend what is already there instead of a coming up with a brand new policy.  There seems to be a disconnect with what we already do for accreditation and what NSHE is asking.

Lynn Mahlberg reported with sadness a student death in housing.  Joey Garcia, a second year student from Eureka, was found deceased in his room.  He was a popular and well liked student.  GBC is providing counseling for the housing students.  IAV counseling has been set up with UNLV so we had more time spots as well.  Tuesday night the students have a memorial.  Several students, Julie Brynes and Lynn attended the funeral services in Eureka.

Lynn Mahlberg reported that the Federal Government mandates that we have a Constitution Day in September.  The Social Sciences department will coordinate this for us.  Danny Gonzales will show three different movies on Thursday in the student center.   We will also distribute the constitution booklets.

Lynn Mahlberg reported that the federal requirements housing stipends for veterans have changed.  Veterans cannot have their monthly housing stipend if they are taking all online classes.  They need to have at least one live for credit class to get their monthly housing stipend.  

Lynn Mahlberg reported that our sister institutions are offering a variety of late starting courses this semester most likely due to the cut off dates they implemented at the beginning of the semester. Their enrollments were hurt significantly because of the enrollment cutoffs.  If a financial aid student wants to enroll in a late starting class they won’t be funded for that class because of new regulations that financial aid students are funded once per semester.

Mike McFarlane handed out the proposed Mission and Core Themes that the accreditation steering committee has redone.  The steering committee meeting is on Friday and will be looking at this.  The changes will have to go to the Board of Regents for approval in December.

Carl said the nursing accreditation report has been completed and submitted to the NLNC.  Thank you to everyone who helped make that happen in a timely manner.  The nursing accreditation visit is on October 18-20.
