GBC Class/Course Assessment Report                                                                                                                 


Course Prefix, Number, and Title: Phil 101: Introduction to Philosophy
Section Number(s): 001
Department: Arts and Letters
Instructor: David Antonini
Academic Year: 2023-24
Semester: Fal 2022
Is  this a GenEd class? Yes___   No__X_
(it is a GenEd class now; at the time it was taught, it was not)

Complete and submit your assessment report electronically to your department chair.  As needed, please attach supporting documents and/or a narrative description of the assessment activities.  You may use as many or as few outcomes as necessary.
	Class/Course Outcomes
	Assessment Measures
	Assessment Results
	Outcome Results Analysis 

	In the boxes below, summarize the outcomes assessed in your class or course during the last year. If this is a GenEd class, include the appropriate GenEd objectives. 
	In the boxes below, summarize the methods used to assess course outcomes during the last year. Include the criterion you’ll use to judge whether or not students have achieved the expected outcome.
	In the boxes below, summarize the results of your assessment activities during the last year.  Include your judgement as to whether or not the criterion for student achievement has been met.
	In the boxes below, please reflect on this outcome’s results and summarize how you plan to use the results to improve student learning.

	Outcome #1: Respond in writing to an argumentative dilemma by defending one position while considering the objections and viewpoints of another.


	Assessment Measure:

A 4-6 paper. Students are provided a series argumentative dilemmas to choose, based upon topics and themes we have covered throughout the course. They must choose one of the positions to defend while also responding to the other opposing position.
Criterion for achievement:
The goal was for 70% of students who submitted the assignment—not the total enrolled in the class—to achieve a grade of at least 17.5% on the paper—70%, which in this case would be 17.5/25.
	Results:

Out of the students who submitted a paper—which was 19 students—18/19 achieved at least a 70%. This was a result of 94% of students achieving the desired result.
In fact, over half the students achieved at least 80%.
Criterion Met:  Yes/No
Yes, the result was met and exceeded.
	1. Results Analysis:

I was generally satisfied with the results. The writing ability of the students was especially encouraging. However, something students struggled with was actually considering and responding to an opposing viewpoint.
I try and encourage students to seriously consider an alternative viewpoint, understand it, explain it, and then respond to it without taking a dismissive tone towards it.
2. Action Plan:
I will continue to structure the paper in the same way and offer sample outlines and prompts, especially for an introductory level class; however, it is clear that I’ll need to give students more practice with understanding an opposing argument and responding to it.

	Outcome #2: 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of philosophical issues and texts


	Assessment Measure:

Weekly Quizzes throughout the semester with 4 or 5 short answer questions, where students must demonstrate they understood key concepts from the previous week’s readings.
Criterion for achievement:
I am measuring the achievement of this goal based on whether 70% students who actually attempted the quizzes achieved a cumulative result of at least 80% on all the quizzes for the semester, meaning at least a total of 48 points out of a possible 60 for all the quizzes.
	Results:

For the entire class, 7 two students did not achieve an 80% average. 12/19 students achieved at least an 80% average on the quizzes and 6 students achieved at least 90%
Criterion Met:  Yes/No
The result was met and exceeded.
	1. Results Analysis:

I am very satisfied with the results.

I give students basically 12 hours to type out answers to several short answer questions and students have access to class materials for the quizzes, which is why I set the criterion for achievement a bit higher here.

2. Action Plan:
The only thing I might consider is providing a bit more time on quizzes, given that there were many instances when students simply failed to submit. I do not always know if this was the result of a lack of time but providing more time could cut down on failed submissions.

The only thing I could do to alter this assignment would be to try and mix up the questions I ask so there is not so much overlap with the homework questions students also have to complete. I do think there can be significant overlap between the two sometimes and asking some more application type questions could benefit the students in terms of evaluating them beyond objective type questions.



	Outcome #3: 

Application of philosophical concepts to everyday contexts

	Assessment Measure:

Semi-regular discussion posts where students respond to a prompting question from the instructor, ask a question of their own and respond to a classmate’s question.
Their initial response must be 150 words and their response to a classmate’s questions must be as well.
Criterion for achievement:
75% of students who complete the assignment to achieve at least an 85%, meaning receiving at least 17 points out of 20 cumulatively for all the posts throughout the semester
	Results:

11/19 (58%) students achieved at least 85%, meaning out of 5 discussion posts, the students received 17/20 points. There were 5 posts over the course of the semester for a total of 22 points.
Criterion Met:  Yes/No
No, the goal was not met.
	1. Results Analysis:

I set the criterion for achievement even higher for this learning outcome because as long as the minimum requirements are met, students receive the points, making the assignment essentially a completion grade. Students generally like these assignments because they’re low stakes and provide an opportunity for discussion with classmates, which is harder in an asynchronous course.
However, the goal was not met for this assignment. I do not know the precise reason other than students often failing to meet fairly basic minimum requirements like word counts or due dates. 
2. Action Plan:
Other than possibly providing a longer window to complete the assignments or adding more posts, I do not intend to alter the posts much because this failure is an outlier compared to other semesters. Lack of student effort is the pretty obvious culprit here.
 I am happy with this assignment structure as it currently stands because I have used it consistently in the asynchronous course format and students respond favorably in evaluations.
I really try to be mindful to not overload students with discussion posts because I know, anecdotally, that students have baked-in attitudes about discussions posts, viewing them as ‘busy work.’
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