GBC Class/Course Assessment Report                                                                                                                 


Course Prefix, Number, and Title: INT 349, Sagebrush and Sin
Section Number(s): 1001
Department: Social Science 
Instructor: Jonathan Foster 
Academic Year: 2023-2024
Semester: Spring 
Is  this a GenEd class? Yes___   No_X__
Complete and submit your assessment report electronically to your department chair.  As needed, please attach supporting documents and/or a narrative description of the assessment activities.  You may use as many or as few outcomes as necessary.
	Class/Course Outcomes
	Assessment Measures
	Assessment Results
	Outcome Results Analysis 

	In the boxes below, summarize the outcomes assessed in your class or course during the last year. If this is a GenEd class, include the appropriate GenEd objectives. 
	In the boxes below, summarize the methods used to assess course outcomes during the last year. Include the criterion you’ll use to judge whether or not students have achieved the expected outcome.
	In the boxes below, summarize the results of your assessment activities during the last year.  Include your judgement as to whether or not the criterion for student achievement has been met.
	In the boxes below, please reflect on this outcome’s results and summarize how you plan to use the results to improve student learning.

	Outcome #1:

Accurately discuss and analyze the development and perpetuation of various popular perceptions of the state of Nevada.

	Assessment Measure:

Exams (selected questions: Exam 2 essay question 2)
Criterion for achievement: 67 percent of students taking the exam scoring 75 percent or greater on questions used to measure student performance on the outcome.
	Results: 58.8 percent of students taking the exam scored greater than 75 percent on the essay question used to measure success on this outcome. 
Criterion Met:  No
	1. Results Analysis: I am not satisfied with the rate of success for this outcome. 41.5 percent of students taking the exam failed to score 75 percent or greater on this measure. This is a decrease of 16.2 percent over the last time I taught this course (Fall 2022). This decline may be attributable to the fact that I used a new question to measure student learning on this outcome. The new question is difficult and required students to identify multiple concepts and relate them to historical events and the development and perpetuation of perceptions of place. I also believe that that the question’s placement as the exam’s final question contributed to lower scores. Several students failed to properly structure their essays and to provide sufficient detail and depth in their answers. I suspect that some students did not have sufficient time to complete the question. This idea is supported by the fact that several of the lower scores were found on exams in which students used the entire allotted time. 
2. Action Plan: If I teach this course again, I will place greater emphasis on the development and perpetuation of place reputations in regard to Nevada. I will also stress the importance of time management while taking exams. I might also reduce the number of questions on the final exam or increase the time allowed for completing the exam. I will also revisit the essay question used to measure student learning for this outcome. 

	Outcome #2: 
Accurately discuss and analyze the influence of various popular perceptions of the state of Nevada. 
	Assessment Measure:

Exams (Selected questions: Exam 1 essay question and Exam 2 essay question 1)
Criterion for achievement: 67 percent of students taking the exams scoring 75 percent or greater on questions used to measure student performance on the outcome.
	Results: 82.8 percent of students taking the exams scored greater than 75 percent on the two questions used to measure success on this outcome. 
Criterion Met:  Yes
	1. Results Analysis: I am satisfied with this result. The 82.8 percent success rate indicates a 28.6 percent improvement over the success rate of 54.2 percent on this outcome the last time that I taught this course (Fall 2022). This significant improvement could be attributed to the fact that I used essay questions from two different exams to measure student success on this outcome. 
2. Action Plan: Continue with current practices. 


	Outcome #3: 
Analyze and evaluate scholarly arguments.
	Assessment Measure:

Book Reviews
Criterion for achievement: 67 percent of students taking the exam scoring 75 percent or greater on the assignment used to measure student performance on this outcome.
	Results: 81.8 percent of students who submitted book reviews scored 75 percent or greater. 
Criterion Met:  Yes
	1. Results Analysis: I am satisfied with this result. Students displayed a strong ability to identify and critique arguments presented in scholarly works.  
2. Action Plan: Continue with current practices. 


	Outcome #4: 
Express ideas and evidence-based arguments clearly in written format.
	Assessment Measure:

Seminar Paper
Criterion for achievement: 67 percent of students taking the exam scoring 75 percent or greater on the assignment used to measure student performance on this outcome.
	Results: 64.7 percent of students who submitted the seminar paper scored 75 percent or greater. 
Criterion Met:  No
	1. Results Analysis: I am not satisfied with the results of this measure. A significant number of students struggled with conducting adequate research and writing their papers at a college level. Some students failed to accurately differentiate between academic peer-reviewed journal articles or books and popular non-peer-reviewed sources. Many students also struggled to follow instructions regarding style and structure. It is my opinion that greater emphasis is needed on developing students’ research and writing skills prior to their enrollment in upper-division courses. 
2. Action Plan: In future courses, I will devote more time to discussing college-level expectations for research and writing. 
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