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Course Prefix, Number, and Title: INT 301 Integrative Research Methods






Academic Year: SPRING 2024
Department:  Social Science











Section Number(s): 1001
Instructor: Laurie Walsh











Is this a GenEd class? Yes___   No__X
Complete and submit your assessment report electronically to your department chair.  As needed, please attach supporting documents and/or a narrative description of the assessment activities.  You may use as many or as few outcomes as necessary.
	Class/Course Outcomes
	Assessment Measures
	Assessment Results
	Any Changes Made as a Result of Assessment

	In the boxes below, summarize the outcomes assessed in your class or course during the last year. If this is a GenEd class, include the appropriate GenEd objectives. 
	In the boxes below, summarize the methods used to assess course outcomes during the last year. Include the criterion you’ll use to judge whether or not students have achieved the expected outcome.
	In the boxes below, summarize the results of your assessment activities during the last year.  Include your judgement as to whether or not the criterion for student achievement has been met.
	In the boxes below, summarize how you plan to use the results to improve student learning.

	OUTCOME:

Demonstrate understanding of the research process 
	Assessment Measure:\

Exam 1 50 pts
Criterion for achievement:  Class average of 35 pts
	Results:  Class average 38 pts
Criterion Met:  Yes
	Action Plan:  Students are not reading the book carefully, and it is a very basic methods book,  but I will need to identify particular chapters and lectures to focus on.  Students tend to not watch lecture and that shows in the questions they missed so I will need to seriously emphasize the need to lectures.

	OUTCOME:

Understand the nature of academic research. 
	Assessment Measure 
Written assignment Academic Research 30 pts
Criterion for achievement:  Class average of 21 pts (C)
	Results: Class average 26 pts
Criterion Met:  Yes
	Action Plan:  This assignment is solid but I will modify it a bit by adding in methods.
I also learned this semester the Turnitin does not analyze for AI in short papers so I need to increase the word count  to 500.

Also will increase point value.

	OUTCOME:

Demonstrate the ability to paraphrase and cite scholarly sources
	Assessment Measure:  

Written Assignment The Art of Paraphrasing 40 pts
Criterion for achievement: 28 pts (C)
	Results:  34 pts
Criterion Met:  Yes
	Action Plan:  Students did well on this, but I need to focus the objective more—I left it general and open. That is particularly worrisome with AI.
I will change this assignment by requiring 2-3 articles, with word number requirements, and specific questions to address in the paraphrasing.

	OUTCOME:

Demonstrate the ability to effectively analyze quantitative and qualitative based journal articles
	Assessment Measure:  

Written Assignment Qualitative Article Analysis 30 pts 
Criterion for achievement:  Class average 21 pts (C)
	Results: Average 24 pts
Criterion Met:  Yes
	Action Plan:  I made the mistake of simplifying this and I will go back to the Fall 23 version and will aske for more details on methods as the research proposals show a lack of understanding on methods in addressing research questions..  

Also will increase points back to 50!

	OUTCOME:

Demonstrate the ability to effectively analyze quantitative and qualitative based journal articles


	Assessment Measure:  

Written Assignment  Quantitative Article Analysis 30 pts
Criterion for achievement:  Class average 21 pts (C)
	Results: Average 25 pts
Criterion Met:  Yes
	Action Plan:  Same as above!  More on methods!!

	OUTCOME:
Apply understanding of the research process by creating an academic research proposal that demonstrates understanding of the nature of academic research, including accessing peer-reviewed sources, synthesizing and citing literature, selecting a research topic/issue, and designing a small-scale project to study that research issue.
	Assessment Measure:
Research proposal
Criterion for achievement: class average  87 pts (C)
	Results:  Avers 104 pts
Criterion Met:  Yes 
	Action Plan:  Students did well on this BUT their methods sections are lacking.  The literature reviews are generally well-done, but the methods are vague.
Planned changes:  delineate the exact type of data gathering to be used (survey, interview, focus groups) and analytical methods (thematic analysis, chi square, frequencies, etc).

I plan on meeting via Zoom with students to discuss their projects and in particular the data needs.

Increase points again AND assign points to sections of the proposal.


Notes:  So looking at this class over the course of a year was super helpful!   Next year I will develop more materials on methods and will do a lecture on the methods I have used in research.
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