GBC Class/Course Assessment Report                                                                                                             Academic Year: 2021 - 2022
Course Prefix, Number and Title: ECE 441                                                                                                      Section Number: On-Line 
Department:   Early Childhood Education                                                                                                       Is this a GenEd class?  Yes__    No_X_ Instructor: Lynette Macfarlan 

Complete and submit your assessment report electronically to your department chair.  As needed, please attach supporting documents and/or a narrative description of the assessment activities.   I am evaluating ECE 441 Play Theory, Creativity, and Aesthetics (BA in ECE), Spring 2022 
	Class/Course Outcomes
	Assessment Measures
	Assessment Results
	Any Changes Made as a Result of Assessment

	In the boxes below, summarize the outcomes assessed in your class or course during the last year. 


	In the boxes below, summarize the methods used to assess course outcomes during the last year. 
	In the boxes below, summarize the results of your assessment activities during the last year.
	In the boxes below, summarize how you plan to use the results to improve student learning.

	Outcome #1: At the end of the course the students will be able to:  Explore what it means to cultivate creativity, equal opportunities, and support for young children and their families through research and advocacy in ECE, “No Small Matter.”
	#1 Assessment: Introduction & Short Essay: Mini Project – Analyzing Existing Classrooms and Planning for Future Enhancements by cultivating creativity opportunities for children and their families. 
Criteria: 100% of the students enrolled in this class will receive an 85% or higher on this exam. 

Met Outcome

	#1 Assessment: Average Score – A, High Score – A; Low Score – C; 8 submissions   
	In general, the students excelled in this class. As a 400-level class, the intent was for the students to study the content and immediately implement what they had developed with children. 
One student struggled in the beginning. I provided her support outside of class to help her analyze, research, develop, and implement her projects with children. This particular student was the only person in the class who was not employed in an early childhood program. I need to plan more thoroughly for students who are not actively employed in an early childhood program. 

	Outcome #2: At the end of this course the students will be able to: Analyze and discuss methodologies for strengthening social skills and friendship in the context of creative expression.  
	#2 Assessment: Planning Play-Based Environments, Inside and Outside, for the purpose of strengthening social skills through creative contexts.  
Criteria: 100% of the students enrolled in this class will receive an 85% or higher on this exam. 

Met Outcome 
	#2 Assessment: Average Score – A; High Score – A; Low Score – B; 8 submissions   


	In the future, I will plan observations visits with NAEYC Accredited Centers for those students who are not actively working in a licensed Child Care or Preschool program. 

	Outcome #3: At the end of the course the students will be able to: 
Describe and evaluate theories and research that support the nature of play and creativity in relation to healthy brain development.
	#3 Assessment: PowerPoint: Reggio Documentation and Assessment based on and Nature Excursions/Brain-Building Play-Based Experiences. 
Criteria: 100% of the students enrolled in this class will receive an 85% or higher on this exam. 

Met Outcome 


	#3 Assessment: Average Score – A, High Score – A; Low Score – A; 8 submissions 

	I included TedTalk video examples of teachers and staff creating high-quality makerspaces and outdoor classrooms using Reggio Emilia as a Model. Note: All of the projects and assignments in this course were implemented with actual children, indoors and outdoors. 
This is a new course. It has only been taught twice. I am elated with the content. The students found the course to be highly beneficial. They created indoor and outdoor classrooms that were nature-infused while fostering creativity and exploration. 




	Class/Course Outcomes
	Assessment Measures
	Assessment Results
	Any Changes Made as a Result of Assessment

	Outcome #4: At the end of the course the students will be able to: 
Identify appropriate ways of promoting each child’s total development through experiences in art, music, drama, and other avenues of creative expression.


	#4 Assessment: Discussion Board – Share Creative Efforts in Creating Nature-Based Makerspaces & Literacy-Based Play Frames through art, music, and drama. 
Criteria: 100% of the students enrolled in this class will receive an 85% or higher on this exam. 

Met Outcome 


	#4 Assessment: Average Score – A, High Score – A; Low Score – A; 8 submissions

	One of the best features of this class was incorporating Discussion Board assignments so that the students could benefit by examining their peers’ ideas, strategies, creations, and lessons. For students who struggled with their first 400 level course, other students served as their mentors by showcasing and sharing their creative efforts. 

	Outcome #5: At the end of the course the students will be able to: Implement the organizing principles for creating a nature-based outdoor program or “naturalizing” an existing program.
	#5 Assessment: PowerPoint Discussion Board Assignment – Creating Outdoor Classrooms. 
Criteria: 100% of the students enrolled in this class will receive an 85% or higher on this exam. 

Met Outcome 


	#5 Assessment: Average Score – A, High Score – A; Low Score – C; 8 submissions 
	 The outdoor classrooms created by this group of students was beyond amazing. I am so proud of the collective effort in this class. I will continue to make small changes as needed, but the core of the class was remarkable in every way. I feel that all of the students met the course outcomes, and the children they teach will reap the fruits of the students’ labor in ECE 441. 

	Overview: I plan to include the same outcomes for next year. The students were allotted 2 to 3 weeks to work on the projects. I feel that I need to keep them engaged in a more consistent way in between projects. I plan to include quizzes or short essays every other week in the fall of 2022 and thereafter. 
Otherwise, I think this was an excellent course. The students were able to immediately implement what they gained from the course. I received outstanding student evaluations for this course after the fall 2021 semester. I grew as an instructor through  developing by first 400 level course, ECE 441. 
	8 students enrolled
8 students completed the class. 

7 students received “A’s.” 

1 student received a “B-“ 
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