General Education

Faculty Senate April, 2014

Action Item

Action Item:

The General Education Committee voted on April 7, 2014 to reduce the general education credit requirement for the Associate of Arts and Associate of Science Degrees by 3 credits in Social Sciences.

Timeframe:  Because the catalog has been completed for 2014-2015, this wouldn't go into effect until 2015-2016 catalog year.  This will give degree programs time to adjust their course requirements, if needed.

Rationale: 

1.  After credit review of NSHE requirements(attached) and a general education credit requirement grid comparison to TMCC, WNC and CSN this change would put GBC in alignment with TMCC and WNC(attached).  We will still be 3 credits higher than TMCC and WNC.  

2.  NSHE requirement is 9 credits total for Social Science, Humanity and Fine Arts.  We currently require 21 credits of SS(12), Humanities(6) and Fine Arts(3) for the AA degree and 18 credits for the AS degree of SS(9), Humanities(3) and Fine Arts(3).
3. Decreasing general education requirements to allow some departments to add associate degrees.  Currently, due to the general education requirements the departments can’t make the degree specific requirements fit into the 60 credit requirement.

4. Workload requirements were discussed, however, it was felt by the committee workload should not dictate general education requirements for students.

