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Section 14.
Voluntary Student Withdrawal for Health Reasons

1. Institutional Policy.  An institution may adopt a policy on voluntary withdrawal for health reasons upon the approval of the institution’s President and the institution’s general counsel that may be used in lieu of the policies and procedures set forth below.  An institution may grant the voluntary withdrawal of a student from classes or programs that the student is currently enrolled in who meets any of the criteria of subsection 2 below.
2. Petition for Health Withdrawal.  A President or designee may grant a  petition for a health withdrawal if the student has a health disease or disorder and as a result of that disease or disorder the student:

a. Is unable to complete all of the student’s academic courses for which grades have not been assigned;

b. Engages or threatens to engage in behavior which poses a direct threat to the health or safety of others;

c. Engages or threatens to engage in behavior which interferes with the education process or lawful activities of other members of the University; or
d. Engages or threatens to engage in behavior which interferes with the orderly operation of the institution.
3. Petition for withdrawal procedure.  A student may petition for a health withdrawal by filing a written request with the Vice President for Student Services or other individual designated  by the president that includes, as a minimum, the following:

a. The documented presence of a classifiable disease or disorder of sufficient severity that, as a result of that disorder, meets any of the criteria of subsection 2, which is signed by an licensed health care professional qualified in the disease or disorder;  

b. A request by the student that the student be granted a voluntary withdrawal for health reasons; and  

c. A release of information form (request and authorization to exchange information) so that all designated officials, including the licensed health care professional, may exchange information in order to reach a decision.

4. Procedure.  After the student files a petition for health withdrawal:

a. An interdisciplinary team appointed by the President shall review the petition.  The interdisciplinary team shall include at least one person with knowledge or experience in the alleged classifiable disease or disorder.

b. The interdisciplinary team shall make a recommendation to the President or designee regarding the request for the withdrawal.

c. If the interdisciplinary team recommends and the President or designee agrees that the student has a classifiable disorder and as a result of that disorder meets one or more of the criteria of subsection 2, the President or designee may grant the request.  

d. If the interdisciplinary team finds that the student has a classifiable disorder and, as a result, meets any of the criteria of subsection 2, the case may be reviewed by the interdisciplinary team to recommend conditions for readmission to be forwarded to the President or designee for approval or disapproval.

5. Student responsibilities.  The student is responsible to communicate with an academic advisor, financial aid office, an international student advisor, and any other appropriate institution or other advisor, including the student’s legal counsel, if any, to obtain information concerning the effect of the requested voluntary withdrawal on their degree program, student financial aid, immigration status and any other program or status.  All consequences of a voluntary withdrawal shall be the sole responsibility of the requesting student.

6. Effect on Academic Status.  A notation of “Withdrawal” will be placed on the student’s transcript for all classes taken during the semester for any student who voluntarily withdraws pursuant to this policy.  An administrative hold will be placed on the student’s academic record to prevent any unauthorized reenrollment by the student.  Any refunds of tuition or fees shall be in accordance with the institution’s refund policies. 

7. Readmission.  A student may apply for readmission to the President or designee according to the written conditions for readmission.  The student is responsible to provide documentation regarding compliance with any conditions for readmission.  The application for readmission shall be reviewed by the interdisciplinary team.  The interdisciplinary team shall make a recommendation to the President or designee.  The student must also meet any readmission requirements of the academic college, school, or program.    
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