English Department Meeting

Friday, August 20, 2010

8:00 AM

Present:  Linda Uhlenkott, Barbra Moss, Russ Orr, Gretchen Skivington, Kevin Laxalt, Dale Griffith, Susanne Bentley, Wyoming Rossett, Teresa Howell, Gaye Terras (Support Staff)

Linda handed out the agenda.  Linda announced that  the meetings would be recorded so that it is easier for Gaye to transcribe at a later time.

Department Chair – the group all agreed that Linda should be the department chair.  No one opposed.

Linda introduced Gaye Terras as the new Administrative Assistant for the department.  Linda asked the group to check with Janie if they have projects that they want done that are not in Gaye’s job description.  Gaye will  email current enrollment numbers three times a week.
Website:  Gaye is working on the department website.  The website is not out for everyone to view yet.  Wyoming suggested that the site be purple, which it is.  Kevin suggested having a link for strategy for reading for all faculty.   Linda would like a link for assignment sheets, especially for English  095, 101 and 102.   The group will need to email Gaye their assignment sheets to post.  This will be a good way to share what everyone is doing.  Kevin asked Linda to clarify what is meant by “assignment sheets”:  assignment sheets for English 101 and 102 are a description of essays.   

Syllabi are due on September 13th, for full time faculty.  Gaye will only be checking for correct semester and section.

Enrollment – Linda passed out an enrollment spreadsheet from August 18th.   Last night a third section of high school English 101 had to be added  for Elko.  There is a possiblity of having 75 to 85 students in Elko.  Susanne has approximately 37 students in Spring Creek.  Orientation was standing room only.  Gretchen  is going to teach two sections of 101 and possibly two sections of 102, next semester,  so she will be floating between English and Fine Arts.  This has been approved by Mike McFarlane.  Susanne would like to get together and talk about ways to streamline grading.
Areas of “interest” -  Linda has watched the department settle in and everyone seems to have different areas that they take care of.  


Wyoming – Broadcast Journalism.


Kevin – Read 135.  Kevin is working on a new method  of how to read in different disciplines.  


Susanne – Secondary Ed English rotation. 


Russ – CTE.

Barbra – Developmental  writing.

Gretchen – has her own world, floating!


Dale – Pahrump English.

Teresa – Winnemucca English.

Linda – Composition.
Linda is suggesting that one person report about their area each meeting, not necessarily making decisions, but letting the group know what things are happening.  Barbra and Kevin both volunteered to report at the next meeting. Teresa might want to talk about a new grading sheet she is creating for ENG 102.
Barbra asked Dale to report on his visit to Beatty.  Dale and Jeff Peters travelled to Beatty.  Dale spoke with a woman in the local school district about setting up an “in house” classroom,  mostly for English 095.  It is a 150 mile commute to Pahrump for students from Beatty.  The dual credit classes were not really working in Pahrump ,and Mike McFarlane talked with the school district and asked them to help out with the situation.  Dale is suggesting that we have contact with individuals in Tonopah and Beatty to get this rolling.  Dale put Barbra in touch with the person in Beatty, to see if they can get something going in Beatty.  

Selection of senate Reps  -  Wyoming has asked not to be a senate rep, this year.  Linda thanked him for his 2 years of service.  Kevin has agreed to be a rep and Linda asked for another  volunteer.  Susanne agreed to be the rep for the fall semester , and Russ will be the rep for the spring semester.
INT 100 – Elko currently has 165 students enrolled.  Linda asked if anyone else would volunteer to help.  Kevin and Susanne volunteered to help Linda.

Calendar for monthly department meeting – Linda would like to schedule one meeting per month.  It was agreed to have the meetings at 8:30 AM on Faculty Senate Friday.  The meetings will be on Sept. 24, Oct. 15, Nov. 19 and Dec. 10.
Student Conferences – if you have a student conference, the recommendation from Lynn Mahlberg , is to leave your door open if you have a combative student or if you are worried about sexual harassment issues.  McMullen 125 is usually available to use for student conferences, as well. 

Linda reminded everyone that John Albrecht is doing a presentation on student disabilities, today.  The time is 10:00 to 11:30 in GTA 130. Barbra Moss let everyone know that Julie Byrnes is moving all of the students with accommodations  that need testing  to the ASC.

Linda also reminded the group that Shirley took the ASC with her in her move, but that does not include the developmental writing.  Developmental writing remains in the English department.
The meeting adjourned at 8:45 AM.
